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Physics educators have been working since the 1880s to revise and
improve the high school physics course, yet change has come quite
slowly.! To some extent, the slow pace of change can be traced to the
ways in which science courses first became part of U.S. high schools,
and to how the U.S. physics teacher education system developed.?
Another key factor has been the inconsistent role played by physicists
in the evolution of K-12 education: at certain times, physicists’ in-
volvement has been intense and productive; at other times, it has been
distant and neglectful. (For example, in the 1880s, early 1900s, and
1960s, physicists were among the leaders in high school curriculum
development and instructional reform.) I will review the evolution of
physics teaching in the high schools and examine some of the various
forces that have both driven and impeded change.
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